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ABSTRACT

This study was motivated by the gap between the ideal concept of a sharia-compliant wedding
reception (walimatul ‘urs syar’i), which is grounded in Islamic values, and actual practices in
society, which remain influenced by customs and social expectations. This study was
conducted in Kotamobagu City, North Sulawesi, where the community still strongly upholds
the values of togetherness and tradition in the conduct of weddings. The objective of this study
is to identify the strategies used by prospective brides and grooms in conveying the concept of
the Islamic wedding feast to their families. This study employs a qualitative approach using a
case study design, with data collected through in-depth interviews with informants. The
results indicate that there are two primary strategies employed by prospective brides and
grooms: the da’wah communication strategy and the negotiation strategy. The da’wah
communication strategy is implemented gradually, persuasively, and through setting a good
example, thereby helping to build family understanding, particularly among parents.
Additionally, the negotiation strategy serves as a complementary approach to reaching an
agreement, such as making adjustments to certain aspects without disregarding Sharia
principles. Thus, the success of implementing a Sharia-compliant wedding feast is determined
not only by religious understanding but also by communication skills and wise strategies in
addressing social realities.

Keywords: Islamic wedding reception, culture, da’wah communication and negotiation
strategies
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