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ABSTRACT

The childfree phenomenon, where couples choose not to have children, has sparked intense
debate in Indonesia against the traditional belief of "many children, many fortunes". This
study analyzes childfree through Islamic law (figh) and its relation to “many children, many
fortunes” concept using the Magqgasid al-Shari‘ah approach. Using qualitative, literature-
based research, the study finds that in classical figh, childfree is similar to 'azl. This practice
is generally allowed with the wife's consent for valid reasons, though it is not considered the
ideal choice. Meanwhile, the “many children, many fortunes” concept in Islam refers to
spiritual blessings and divine abundance, not just material wealth. Maqasid analysis suggests
that childfree should be evaluated contextually by balancing benefits (maslahat) and harms
(mafsadat) through the lens of hifz al-nasl, hifz al-nafs, and hifz al-mal. Ultimately, Maqasid
al-Shari‘ah provides a moderate framework to understand the childfree phenomenon and
“many children, many fortunes” concept more comprehensively.

Keywords: Childfree, Many Children Many Fortunes, Maqasid al-Shari‘ah
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