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ABSTRACT

In Hadith Studies, the terminologies employed within the discipline of Jarh wa Ta'di/ have
received considerable attention from scholars. However, the term al-matrih has not been
sufficiently examined in a dedicated manner, particularly regarding its application in
biographical works on hadith transmitters, such as Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’ by al-Dhahabi. This
study therefore aims to clarify the meaning of the term a/-matrih and to determine the status
of the transmitters who were described with this designation in Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’. The
researcher employs a qualitative method based on library research. The data used in this study
consist of both primary and secondary sources, which are analyzed through descriptive
analysis. The theoretical framework applied is the theory of Jarh wa Ta‘dil, while the
conclusions are drawn using a deductive—inferential approach. The findings indicate that the
term al-matrih in the technical terminology of Hadith scholarship denotes a severe degree of
weakness that necessitates the rejection of a report and prevents it from being accepted as
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authoritative evidence. This differs from its linguistic usage, which does not necessarily imply
criticism. An inductive examination of the transmitters described with the term a/-matrnih in
Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala’ demonstrates that the judgment concerning them varies according to
the context and the collective statements of the critical authorities. With regard to ‘Abd al-
Quddis ibn Habib al-Kila‘, the critics were almost unanimous regarding the severity of his
weakness. Yahya ibn Ma‘in described him as matrih al-hadith, while several authorities,
including ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Mubarak, accused him of lying. Moreover, Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l
al-Bukhar1 stated that his reports were inverted and unreliable. Accordingly, the most
plausible judgment is that he is a matruk al-hadith transmitter whose narrations are rejected
and cannot be used as evidence. As for Sahl ibn ‘Ammar al-Naysabiri, the critics differed in
their evaluation of him. Nevertheless, many of their statements incline toward weakening him
due to accusations that he claimed to have heard reports that he had not actually heard and
that some reports attributed to him involved falsehood. Consequently, the more appropriate
conclusion is that he is a weak (da7/) transmitter whose narrations are not accepted
independently as proof. In contrast, Muhammad ibn al-Haytham ibn Khalid al-Bajali was
considered trustworthy by the leading authorities. Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l al-Bukhart stated,
“Write from him, for he is trustworthy,” and al-Dhahabi likewise described him as thigah. The
statement, “the books were laid before him (wa al-kutub bayna yadayhi matnihah),” does not
constitute a critical judgment against him; rather, it serves as a form of commendation,
describing the state of his books during transmission, meaning that he narrated from memory
while the books lay before him unused. Therefore, the strongest conclusion is that he is
trustworthy (zhigah) and that his narrations are acceptable. Accordingly, the designation a/-
matrih in this context does not always indicate a single fixed judgment concerning
transmitters. Rather, its meaning is determined by the critical context and by the collective
assessments of the leading hadith critics regarding each individual transmitter.

Keywords: matrih, Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’; comparative inductive study..
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