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ABSTRACT

Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab (d. 1206 AH) is considered one of the most
prominent scholars of da‘wah and reform in the Arabian Peninsula during the twelfth Hijri
century. He was widely known for his deep commitment to the Qur’an and Sunnah and his
reliance on scriptural evidence in establishing matters of creed and legal rulings. One of the
most remarkable scholarly aspects of his personality was his profound expertise in hadith
studies, both in transmission (riwd yah) and critical understanding (dirayah). He was raised in
a scholarly environment closely connected to chains of transmission and narrations, through
which he studied major hadith collections such as the two Sahihs, Musnads, and Sunan works,
while also paying great attention to their explanation and interpretation. His hadith
methodology was characterized by reliance on authentic narrations, rejection of weak and
fabricated reports commonly used in matters of creed and worship, and careful criticism of
both chains of transmission and textual content. He also strongly emphasized the authority of
the Sunnah as a fundamental source of Islamic legislation, and this hadith crafismanship is
clearly reflected in his writings, including Kitab al-Tawhid.

Despite this, specialized studies examining Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab'’s
methodology in hadith studies remain limited, although he paid exceptional attention to
selecting authentic narrations, rejecting weak and fabricated reports, and making the Prophetic
Sunnah the foundation for establishing doctrinal and devotional matters. The significance of
this study lies in highlighting the hadith crafismanship within his scholarly personality and
claritying his contribution to consolidating the methodology of narration criticism, thereby
opening new perspectives for understanding his service to the Prophetic Sunnah. To address


mailto:nandang.husni@gmail.com
mailto:taqnain@gmail.com

AL-ATSAR : Jurnal IImu Hadits JLad <l damy Clagll e (3 damme il e 2yl dclipal
Vol. 4 No. 1 April 2026 Nandang Husni Azizi; Taqgnain.

this issue, the researcher employed a qualitative thematic method by tracing specific topics
and analyzing them, in addition to using library research based on classical books, academic
studies, journal articles, and other scholarly works related to the subject.

The findings of this study are organized into five main categories. first, matters related to the
method of presenting and arranging hadiths; second, matters concerning the evaluation of
hadiths and chains of transmission, along with the citation of scholars’ judgments; third,
matters related to attributing and tracing hadiths to their original sources (takhrij); fourth,
matters concerning difterences in narrations and wording, and fifth, matters related to the
study of the text (matn), including the explanation of unfamiliar expressions in hadith (gharib
al-hadith).

Keywords: Craftsmanship, Hadith Methodology, Kitab al-Tawhid.
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